
Based on new CDC, State of Maryland, and Montgomery County rulings, the 
Archdiocese of Washington has updated COVID-19 guidelines for parishes, 
effective May 28, 2021.  Our Pastor has written the following for Saint Paul 
Parishioners: 

 

Let me start by stating my great appreciation and admiration for all of you who endured 
the discomfort and confinement of a mask during Mass this past year.  At times we have 
all probably wondered if it was necessary.  On the other hand, we will never know how 
many lives together we may have helped save from the deadly contagion.  For now let’s 
just be grateful.  In Montgomery County in houses of worship as of Friday May 28           
  
- The use of masks while gathered indoors is NOT required for fully vaccinated individuals 
and is simply recommended for non-vaccinated individuals.  Masks are not required 
outdoors. 
 
- There are no longer any capacity restrictions on Mass attendance.  However, social 
distancing between individuals of different households is required to be 3 feet.  At this 
distance, we will no longer be roping off every other pew.  When choosing a seat, please 
be mindful of the three feet distance requirement.  We ask that the section of chairs to the 
left, if one is facing the altar, (opposite the musicians), be reserved for 
individuals/households who wish to continue to social distancing at 6ft.  
 
- No more online signups for weekend Masses. 
- The Baptismal font and Holy Water fonts will resume use. 
- Missals will return to the pews. 
 
Other precautions will remain: Hand sanitizer will be offered as an option. 
- The simple Sign of Peace without extended interaction. 
- The collection baskets will remain in the narthex and not passed around. 
- The distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended until further notice. 
- The Priest/Deacon will wear a mask when distributing Holy Communion, and is 
required to sanitize hands prior to the distribution as well as to sanitize each time his 
hand may touch an individual receiving or when distributing on the tongue. 
 
The dispensation issued by Cardinal Gregory from the obligation to attend Mass during 
this time remains in effect until further notice.   
 
Please feel free to share with me or our office any concerns, questions or suggestions.  In 
the mean time I look forward to seeing your full fantastic face.   
 

Msgr. Edward Filardi, Pastor 
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