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“But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed?  

And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard?”   

(Romans 10:14) 

 

August 13, 2020 

Dear Parents of Saint Paul parish,  

On behalf of our pastor, Father Filardi, and the Religious Education team, I am happy to 

announce to you that registration begins today for our parish Children’s Faith Education 

programs.   

As you know, the Covid health crisis forced us to delay registration so that we could 

assess and re- design our programs to provide a safe, yet effective, way for our parish children to 

continue their instruction in our Catholic faith.  Our programs will of course look different this 

year because of the coronavirus health situation.  We believe that our current plan will allow us 

to do that, while following the Covid protocols required by the state, county and the Archdiocese 

of Washington. We created an FAQ document for you that will give you all the details you need. 

I offer you the above Scripture passage from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans as something 

you may wish to reflect upon as you decide how to best continue your child’s formation in faith 

during these times.  St. Paul was writing to a community that was dealing with turbulence. I 

think that St. Paul’s words are not only relevant to us, but carry a special invitation, for us today.  

 We understand that this is a challenging year and believe that now more than ever, 

leaning into our faith will help our families see God’s presence in these difficult times. We 

understand that each family’s situation is unique. I want to assure you that we are committed to 

working with each family to support a faith education plan that makes sense and is feasible for 

that family. We want you on this journey and will work with you as best we can to help you 

continue your child’s education in faith during this year.  

 When I get overwhelmed by administrative details, I step back and ask myself ~ ‘what is 

the final goal and purpose of what we are doing?’  I like to reflect on this statement of our 

church:  

"The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch,  

but also in communion and intimacy, with Jesus Christ." (General Directory for Catechesis, 80). 

 

Then I rest in the knowledge that it is HIS work, not mine alone.  The ONE who saves us, is 

WITH us.  Your child was claimed for Christ at his/her baptism, and HE is faithful.  May each 

child come to know with certainty that He will never abandon us.   
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 Please do not hesitate to reach out to the parish religious education team this year for 

support, and most especially if you feel overwhelmed. We continue to pray for your family and 

look forward to partnering with you to tell the next generation about the ONE upon whom they 

can call, in good times and difficult times. 

 So that we are ready and able to support you, we would appreciate receiving your 

registration form by August 31st.   

 With best wishes,  

 Lisa A. Nueslein  

 Director, Religious Education and Adult Faith Formation 

 Saint Paul Catholic Church 

 LNueslein@stpauldamascus.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May God the Father, the Father of Love, 

fill you with confidence and joy 

as you proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ 

through the Holy Spirit. 
 


