
 Easter Greetings  
From St. Paul Catholic Church 
 

Jesus said to her "Mary." She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabboni" which means teacher.  
Jesus said to her, "Do not hold me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren 
and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."  
 John 20:16 & 17. 
 

April 5, 2019 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

This year Lent was truly difficult for many in our parish community including our 
staff. Many suffered the loss of loved ones this winter and many in our parish are 
dealing with serious medical issues. The death of our long time secretary Patty 
Whitehouse made things especially hard for us at the rectory. Also, our long time 
accountant of over 30 years, Beth Harper, has decided to retire. Not only did we 
grieve the loss of a dear colleague, but we had to figure out how to function and 
move forward filling not one but two positions.  With God’s grace, we did. This past 
week our own parishioner Megan McFarland became our new parish administrative 
assistant. She will take over the role of secretary and become our bookkeeper as 
well.  
 

All of these challenges have drawn me to reflect on how the mystery of our faith and 
how the story of salvation is painted in our parish and personal experience. God’s 
great story should be seen on a canvas filled with all the complexity of ordinary life. 
The first disciples were no more ready than any of us would be for the great events 
that would inevitably change them forever. For me personally this fact is a great 
consolation and an aid to faith. 
 

Being unprepared with respect to the events of life that often trouble our world 
should not be an object of spiritual difficulty that we want to hide from or deny.  
Rather, just the opposite should be true.  By their nature, they humble us.  They can 
create frustration and even apprehension.  They make one realize that faith is not 
a sure thing.  Faith is not a bet that we make in order to win a prize.  Nor is it 
dependent on our making a promise and trying to live up to it. It is dependent on 
God’s gift of grace to live in the promise of the New Covenant no matter the 
difficulties we may face.  
 

This was something that early believers very quickly came to realize after the 
Resurrection of Jesus.  They began to learn that to understand the mystery of the 
Resurrection, they would have to see things not as they may have wanted, but as 
God would provide.  It is a timeless truth, often hard to grasp, but always needed.  
 

As you also know, we were hit quite hard by this winter both with respect to utilities, 
maintenance issues and snow removal.  The cost of snow removal alone this 
winter was over $20,000.  If your own budget will allow, I ask you to double 
your regular Easter offering. Your generosity will enable us to stay on track and 
allow us to continue to meet our parish needs. 
 

On behalf of all of our clergy and the staff of the parish, we pray for you a blessed 
and joyful Easter. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

Rev. Joseph B. Pierce 
Pastor 

 

 
     

Holy Week 
Schedule 

 

Palm Sunday Masses  
Saturday Vigil Mass 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Solemn 

Procession 
11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 
Holy Thursday 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
7:30 p.m. 

 

Good Friday 
Morning Prayer – 9:00 a.m. 
Followed by Confessions 

 
Living Stations 

3:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Liturgy 
7:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Saturday 
Morning Prayer – 9:00 a.m. 
Followed by Confessions 

 

Easter Vigil 
8:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday Masses 
7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,  

11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
 

There is no 5 p.m. Mass on 
Easter Sunday and all 

liturgies during the Easter 
Season are in the Church. 

 

 


